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Vni. Part of a Letter from Mr. T. M. in Salop, 
to Mr. William Baxter, concerning the ftrange 
effeBs from the eating Dog-mercury ivith Re- 
marks thereon by Hans Sloan M. D. andS. R. S. 
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. Matthews^ his Wife and Three Children, 
have been lately very iil^ 2nd like to dye ; 
the occafion and manner of their Sicknefs was very odd, 
and therefore I (hall give you a particular, account of 
both. About Three Weeks ago, the Woman went in- 
to the Fields and gathered (baie Herbs, and (having firfl 
Boyled them) Fryed them with Bacon for her own and 
her Families Supper : After they had been about Two 
Howrs in Bed, one of the Children (whichis Dumb and 
about Seven Years Old) fell very Sick, and fo did the 
other Two prefentiy after ; which obliged the Mao and 
his Wife to Rife and take the Children to the Fire, where 
they Vomited and Purged, and within half an Hour 
fell faftafleep. They took the Children to bed a^ they 
were afleep, and they themielves went to bed tao^ and 
fell faller afieep too than ever they had done before. 
The Man waked the next Morning abo :t Three Hours 
after Ws uliiai Time, went to his Labour at Mr Newports^ 
arid fo by the ftrength of his conilitution carried it ciff. 
but he fays, he thoughr his Chin had bin ^.W the D^y in 
a Fire, and was forced to keep his Ha*: iull of Vyntir by 
him all the Day long,and frequently dipt hisChnia uas 
he was at his Work. The Vvomari wakened a wh le af 
ter her H^usband, and being ibrced to ^ got up to look 
after her little Family concerns J bnt ihe was ver S-ck 
and has continued ibtili within thefe tev. DaysTir ce w hich 
fhe is very well recovered. One of tiier Chiidre flcp; 
from that Night (which was Thuriday Three Week- ) 
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till Monday Evening following ; and then (having juft 
only opened her Eyes and made Two Sprunts^ without 
ipeaking on^ woi^) dyed imediatelf ^^M^^ wtf afleepi 
en^eavbufswere ufed t6 Bwaken her/ Jbiit in vaia The 
Other Two Ghildren Hept about Twienly Four Hours, 
and upon their Wakening fell a Vomiting a^^ Purging a- 
gai% which I thisk: feved their Ilives- By MrNem- 
ports and my Direction, they lent fbme of thej&me Herb 
to the Doctors and Apothecaries in Sakj>^^ wte general- 
ly fey 'tis JP^g-«^^rf^r)'3,but(ome fay^tisa^^^^.f^^^ of Night 
fhade : whatever It t)e^ /tis certainly Poifonous/and 'lis 
obCerved that the Cattle^*never |)rowfe it. Matthems told 
me he peyer eat id pleafant ^an Herb in his Wfe i and his 
Wife fays that her old Mafter^ viz, Mr, Moxm did fre« 
quently eat of it j but I guefi it to be a miftake. 1 know 
your profound Judgment and Learning in thejfe matters^ 
and have therefore given you t his JargeAccount I am 
no herbarift,* but this I obferved of the Herb | 'tis branch- 
ed and ieeded fometbing like Sfinage or Mercury^ but 
leaved rather like Lahmeed. The kaves are dented too. 
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H E encloCed Letter was Cent laft Jprii^ to Mr* 
WiBam Baxter^ who foon after did me the Favour 
toftie w it me J I found the operations of the Plant theri^ 
in me ntioned to be extraordinary, and the Circun^fian* 
ces related very particularly, and that the account was 
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the more Surprizing if it ftiould be Dog-mtrmry ; wliicfi 
by all Writers I have perufed^ is reckoned innocent and 
to have the fame Vertue with the ordinary Mercury «- 
fed every day by Phifitians. On thefe Confideratlons 
I begg'd the Favour of Mr. Baxter^ that he would pleafe 
to write to the Gentleman who fent the Account, for a 
Dried Sample or Specimen of the Herb ; which he 
did, and it proves to be the fame they thought it was, 
the Stalks, Leaves and Spikes agreeing exadly in every 
thing with thofeof Dog^Mermry. It is delcrib'd and 
figured in feveral Authors. Mt.Ray in his Hiftory of 
Plants calls it Mermrmlis Feremis r?/e»f Cynocrambe 
idiMa,f.i6^. Gerard calls it Cymcramhf p. JJ}* Par-^ 
kinfm^ MermriaUs Syheflrh Cymcramhe diila vul^ris^ 
p. %g$. fheatr. Buam Joham Bauhine in his Second 
Tome, Lib. x}/ Cynmrambe mas & fmminafiw Merm^ 
rialis repemfp.979. And Cajpar Bauhine in Ms Pinax^ 
p. 1 % X . Mercurialis Mont am tefliculata & fpicata : In 
which Books the other Names given it by other tierha^ 
i^$ may be found, whither I refer you for a further 
Account of it* Whether the Quantity or Quality of 
this were the Caufeof the Effed:s Iknow not, but think 
that every Body will do wd\ to be cautious and wary 
m the ufe of it in fuch Quantities, after fuch a Warning* 

Tmrs^ &c 
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